
Minister Tran Tuan Anh talked about the new turning point of the Trans-Pacific 

Partnership CPTPP Agreement1
 

 

As a side activity of the APEC Summit, the Ministers met with the TPP Ministerial Meeting on 8.9, 10 

November 2017 to discuss the early implementation of the TPP Agreement in the context of the new 

situation. After the meetings of Ministers in charge of economics in Hanoi and Da Nang, TPP 11 

countries organized meetings at the Head of the negotiating delegation and agreed on a lot of important 

basic contents. 

Ministers issued a joint statement 

Minister of Industry and Trade Tran Tuan Anh said: Based on the results of the negotiations, the 

Ministers met in recent days in Danang and agreed on some important issues. In particular, agreed with 

the new name of the TPP Agreement including 11 member countries is the Comprehensive and 

Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). 

The Ministers also issued a joint statement affirming that the countries in the CPTPP have agreed on the 

core issues of this Agreement in the direction of keeping the contents of the old TPP Agreement but 

allowing member countries to postpone a number of obligations to ensure balance in the new context 

with the high quality of the Agreement. 

  

The Ministers also agreed that the TPP Agreement is a comprehensive and high standard agreement 

based on balancing the interests of member countries taking into account the development level of the 

countries. 

  

The Ministers continue to assign the heads of the negotiating delegations to handle technical issues 

which have not been reached yet as well as conducting legal review to prepare for the signing of the 

Agreement. 

  

                                                           
1 http://cptpp.moit.gov.vn/default.aspx?page=news&do=detail&category_id=8be36248-117a-4530-

814c-555746b31c92&id=e26a7ed1-a40d-456f-8855-91477abc01ea 

http://cptpp.moit.gov.vn/default.aspx?page=news&do=detail&category_id=8be36248-117a-4530-814c-555746b31c92&id=e26a7ed1-a40d-456f-8855-91477abc01ea
http://cptpp.moit.gov.vn/default.aspx?page=news&do=detail&category_id=8be36248-117a-4530-814c-555746b31c92&id=e26a7ed1-a40d-456f-8855-91477abc01ea


The results achieved in Da Nang have shown the great efforts of 11 TPP member countries to promote 

economic growth, create jobs, improve people's lives, enhance trade development and Regional 

cooperation, making integration open more effective. 

Answering the press questions about the difficulties of TPP countries in general and Vietnam in 

particular when the United States withdraws from the TPP Agreement? 

Minister Tran Tuan Anh affirmed: TPP 12 has been negotiated and built by the participating countries 

with very high standards in all fields and when reaching this agreement, all countries were satisfied 

because it is not only a draft Agreement of high quality standards but also a common equilibrium of the 

countries participating in this Agreement. 

  

Therefore, when the United States, a country of economic weight with its role withdrew from the TPP 

Agreement, it also creates certain difficulties for countries in the view of continuing to maintain the TPP 

Agreement with Such high-quality standards. In order to achieve a new balance with its benefits, 

obligations and commitments, in all rounds of negotiations over the past time, the negotiating leaders 

(under the direction of the Ministers) have had The approach is very practical but how to maintain a 

high quality agreement, still ensure the original goal. 

On the other hand, there is a more pragmatic view to ensure the enforcement of 11 countries. Four 

rounds of negotiations by heads of negotiating delegations at different times and locations fully reflect 

these difficulties, but with the constructive views of TPP ministers and governments of other countries 

helped. we have reached the very important agreements at the core of the TPP11 but still ensure the 

high quality of TPP 12. At the same time, meeting the requirements of the countries in TPP 11 has new 

equilibrium points. 

  

The next issue is that there are still some requirements that need to be concretized before the official 

signing can be made of the points related to the contents of the consideration of the postponement, the 

mechanism and the method to postpone negotiations, then the heads of all negotiation levels will be 

concrete and take time to ensure a harmonious benefit and reach consensus as in the TPP 11 Ministerial 

Meeting. “I think the most difficult road we have traveled and coming very close to the TPP 11 which we 

call the CPTPP. I strongly believe in such a future”, Minister Tran Tuan Anh emphasized. 



TPP changed its name to CPTPP 

  

Regarding the question of what is the difference between the CPTPP and the TPP and why did the 

ministers agree to change the name? 

  

Answering this question, Minister Tran Tuan Anh affirmed: Regarding the name of TPP, it is not merely 

the difference of the 12-member agreement (TPP12) and the 11-member agreement (TPP11). , which 

we discussed and agreed on a very appreciated perspective of all countries in TPP 11 on maintaining TPP 

11 with very high quality, comprehensive and comprehensive in all fields not just about market opening, 

economic trade, ... 

  

Although in the new context, only one country has withdrawn from this TPP Agreement, but all 

countries have affirmed their determination and desire to continue this path. Therefore, the nature and 

quality of the Agreement are expressed through two additional words, Comprehensive and Progressive, 

which is what all TPP Ministers are aiming to, agree on, emphasize and consider as a goal for the 

inclusiveness of the TPP Agreement. Therefore, the new name CPTPP has been highly agreed by the 

Ministers. 

"Concerns" in TPP negotiations 

  

Regarding the question: What is the most difficult and most problematic issue for Vietnam when 

negotiating TPP? 

  

Minister Tran Tuan Anh answered: The TPP 11 negotiations for the goal of maintaining the highest 

quality TPP Agreement, this also poses difficulties for countries that have to find a balance point. new 

for maintaining the TPP 11 Agreement in this new context, and this is not only a unique difficulty for 

Vietnam, but also for other countries to re-evaluate requirements, benefits, breakeven points to ensure 

this TPP Agreement is maintained. Therefore, the negotiation process of the countries reflects the 



consultation process and policy formulation of each country in the negotiation process to ensure 

effective goals for participating countries. 

  

Vietnam, like other countries, has had a very specific research and evaluation in opening reforms, 

integration ... in economic, political, cultural and social aspects to make a balanced view of Vietnam's 

interests when joining TPP 11, at the same time contributing to the consensus of TPP 11 for 

implementation. 

The problems here are not really the problems, but there are difficulties that we have to make great 

efforts to share with TPP 11 countries but at the same time create a general consensus in agencies and 

organizations. The organization is involved in the domestic consultation mechanism. On the other hand, 

as co-chairing with Japan to host the mid-year and November 2017 TPP Ministerial Meeting in Da Nang, 

there are certain difficulties in maintaining open discussion and open, straight, exchange but in the 

constructive spirit of the member states so that we can share and find a common equilibrium for all 

nations. 

"We are delighted to share that as a co-chair, we have completed our mission to reach the TPP 

Minister's agreement on the most basic principles and the most basic elements of the CPTPP and the 

The rest of the work has also been directed to be implemented in the coming time, "emphasized 

Minister Tran Tuan Anh. 

 

 

 


